











made) to be kept semi-functional.
The liturgy and music making at
Lound has been impeded for far too
many decades by the unreliability

of its otherwise superbly-made
organ. Now was surely the time
to sort that out, once and for all.
Some would object to the very idea

of electrifying a vintage Harrison
action — a few did. Had it ever been
reliable I would of course have
recommended restoring it back
to factory condition. But it had
never been reliable and anyone
challenging this recommendation
would have needed to come up with

another method of ensuring that
the parishioners of Lound have, for
the very first time, an organ whose
responsive and reliable key action is
a worthy complement to Comper’s
glorious and ever-inspiring organ
case, font cover and rood screen.
Very much worth a visit.
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David Grealy

From Galway in the west of Ireland, David Grealy has
recently moved to the UK to take up the post of Assistant
Organist in Leeds Cathedral. As well as working
closely with the cathedral choirs, he teaches within
the Diocese of Leeds Keyboard Studies Programme.
Prior to coming to Leeds, David was Organist of St
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral in Dublin, and has also held
posts in Westminster and
Galway Cathedrals.
David is a graduate of
Maynooth University
(Ireland), as well
as the Hochschule
fiir Musik und Tanz,
Cologne (Germany),
where he completed
a Master’s in organ
performance.

What'’s the last recording you bought?
A recording of the Tallis Scholars singing Tallis’s
Lamentations and assorted others of his motets.

What have you been listening to for work recently?
I've been listening to Widor’s Symphonie Romane,
as I'm hoping to finish learning it soon. I've had a
recording of Daniel Roth playing it in St-Sulpice for
a while, and there is also a more recent recording
from Peter Stevens on the organ of Buckfast Abbey.

What have you been listening to for pleasure
recently?

I've been going through a Gilbert and Sullivan phase
lately. The use of the English language is so clever, and
much of the satire is still very relevant today. I also like
the way Arthur Sullivan’s music subtly pokes fun at
the operatic conventions of the time.

Which recording would you take with you to your
desert island?

I would either take a recording of the Bach orchestral
suites or of his string concertos, especially the Double
Violin Concerto. It’s possible to engage with this music
intellectually, or just simply to relax listening to it: a
lot of music lets you do only one of those things.

What’s the most surprising/unexpected recording
you own?

I have a ‘Best of André Rieu’ disc that a relative of
mine got for me a couple of Christmasses ago. I was
taken along to see Rieu perform in Dublin not long
afterwards thinking that it wouldn’t be my sort of
thing, but it was actually great fun. He certainly knows
how to put on a show!

March 2023 - 51



